begin over again with another family, would you still admit no
time limit to their contract? Does it occur to you that under
such circumstances it might become unreasonable, or be con-
sidered indecent, or even declared illegal, for marriages to last
for three centuries?
immenso [reflectively] I see. You mean that when a tie has
endured for, say, fifty years, it becomes so intimate, so sacred,
that it establishes, in effect, a relation far closer than the relation
of consanguinity, and should be placed on the list of degrees
within which marriage is forbidden; that the two may become
one flesh so completely that even as brother and sister they
would be more remote from one another, and that consequently
marriage between them would become unthinkable through its
very perfection. That is an idea which commands my respect.
When they made you a man of science. Con, they killed a poet,
more's the pity!
conrad. I never meant any such infernal nonsense. I meant
that only fools stick in the same groove for ever, and that the
law of change is a biological law.
-. immenso. Well, if you come to that, I must remind you—
though without prejudice to my eternal and unchangeable
derision, loathing, contempt, and utter disbelief in biology and
all other ologies whatever except perhaps the doxology—that
it is a biological law that Frank and Clara shall have only one
life and can bring up only one family, and that they must make
the best of it.
conrad. I deny that it is a biological law. It is nothing but
a bad habit. We can live as long as we like. Do you know what
people really die of?
immenso. Of reasonableness. They do not want to live for
ever.
conrad. Of laziness, and want of conviction, and failure to
make their lives worth living. That is why. That is sound scien-
tific biology for you. I believe that we are oaj^g.brinkjcrf a
generation that will live longer. Or else we are on the brink of
destruction.
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